Dear (fill in elected official),
I am a member of the Our Community Cooperative of Cheltenham Township, Inc., a nonprofit entity that is commonly known as CreekSide Co-op.  CreekSide Co-op is an enterprise that would create a member-owned community grocery store in a long-vacant store front in Elkins Park, Pa.  

My family is one of more than 1,250 households that have joined CreekSide Co-op, representing approximately 3,700 individuals. We have contributed more than $185,000 in member equity in this difficult economy in the effort to see this project become a reality.
I’m writing to urge you to support our $3 million direct loan application that is under consideration by the United States Department of Agriculture.  We are told that our project will be approved or turned down by the end of August and we seek to enlist your immediate support to help gain approval of our project.
We’ve hired a management veteran of the Whole Foods Market as CEO and General Manager and have a 13-member board that is well qualified to shepherd this project. Conservative estimates are that CreekSide Co-op will create more than 50 new permanent jobs, not including the project’s construction employment. CreekSide Co-op is expected to generate annual sales of more than $5 million, and while it’s a non-profit, it is not tax exempt, and will therefore contribute to the tax base at the township, county and state levels.
The proposed site is adjacent to mass transit and we are devoted to the principles of community-supported, community-owned agriculture and commerce. If we open this store, we will be creating a vibrant marketplace that will help revitalize a struggling retail district.
To us, the path to a stable, equitable economy involves returning the flow of commerce to community based businesses that retain capital and employment where people live and house their families. We believe our project embodies exactly the kind of economic investment and entrepreneurial spirit needed during these difficult times. 
We need your help. We would gratefully appreciate whatever your office could do to aid us in our quest, whether it be expressing your support to the USDA or vouching for us in the halls of Congress.
Sincerely,
www.creekside.coop
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